Abstract Worldwide, 2-10% of human population is infested with pubic lice which are mostly found in the hair of pubic area, occasionally under the armpits, in the beard or mustache and on the eyebrows and eyelashes. They are usually transmitted through sexual contact or through toilet seats and bedding material. A twenty-year-old boy suffering from severe itching in the genital region during night hours submitted the lice for their identification in Department of Veterinary Parasitology, College of Veterinary Science and Animal Husbandry, Mhow. These lice were identified as Phthirus pubis.
Introduction
Amongst 3000 species of lice, Pediculus humanus and Phthirus pubis (pubic lice) prefer the human beings. According to Light et al. (2008) , P. humanus has two morphotypes, viz. P. humanus morphotype capitis (head louse) and P. humanus morphotype corporis (body louse). Head, body and pubic lice live on the head, clothing and pubic area, respectively. Based on archeological studies, Reinhart and Buikstra (2003) reported that pubic lice are infesting human beings since thousands of years and Linnaeus was the first to describe it as a Pediculus pubis in 1758, and later it was studied by several workers (Denny 1842; Nuttall 1918; Ferris 1951) . These are usually transmitted through sexual contact and hence infestation is higher in 15-45 year-old sexually active population (Anderson and Chaney 2009; Mimouni et al. 2002) . However in heavy infestations, they are also found in hair of axilla, chest, eyebrows and eyelashes (Manjunatha et al. 2006) and its occurrence is generally associated with poor hygiene and overcrowding. It causes itching in pubic region (Chosidow 2000) . Generally, lice infestation is diagnosed by identification of adult lice and nits on the hair of different body regions (Faber 1996) .
Materials and methods
A twenty-year-old boy suffering from severe itching in the genital region during night hours submitted the lice for their identification. Approval of the Institutional Animal Ethical Committee (IAEC) was obtained for processing of the lice. Further, consent for participation in the study was also obtained from the patient. The lice collected in 70% alcohol were boiled in 10% potassium hydroxide and subsequently dehydrated in ascending grades of alcohol (30, 50, 70, 90% and absolute alcohol) by keeping the specimen for 20 min in each grade of alcohol. For clearing, the specimens were transferred to a cavity block containing carboxylol for 20 min. After clearing, the specimens were mounted on the slide by using phenol balsam and were identified based on the morphological features described by Kettle (1995) .
Results and discussion
Based on the location (pubic region) and morphological features, the lice were identified as Phthirus pubis. The lice were 1.25-2 mm long and were found to be smaller than Pediculus humanus. They were having an oval body which was wider than long resembling a crab. The head was distinctly smaller than the body with simple eyes and long antennae. All the legs were terminated with a tarsal claw. Claws on the 2nd and 3rd pairs of legs were huge as compared to 1st pair of legs. Thumb of tibia (extension of tibia) was evident which helps the lice to grasp the flattened hairs of pubic region of man. Four pairs of tubercles were stick out on each side of the abdomen (Fig. 1) .
Length of the louse (1.25-2 mm) and crab like body observed in the present study is in consonance with the findings of Kiran et al. (2012) who reported P. pubis as a cause of Phthiriasis palpebrarum with blepheroconjuctivitis in a 70-year-old woman from Chennai. Ashraf et al. (2014) treated unilateral phthiriasis palpebrarum caused due to P. pubis in a 28-year-old man from Aligarh. Palanisamy et al. (2015) confirmed P. pubis as a cause of itching in the pubic area in a 25-year-old married male from Puducherry with a history of extramarital contact. Singh et al. (2016) evinced pain and irritation in both the eyes due to P. pubis in a 41-year-old female from Delhi. Phthirus pubis as a causative agent for various conditions, viz. axillary pruritus in a 62 year-old HIV infected man from United States, blepharitis in a 42-year-old woman from Turkey and Phthiriasis palpebrarum in a 63-year-old woman from China has been reported by So and Carlos (2014) , Sundu et al. (2015) and Wu et al. 2017 , respectively. Although P. pubis prefers the pubic area it is also recorded from armpits, eyebrows, eyelashes, and beard (Couch et al. 1982) .
The scanty literature pertaining to this louse from India could be due to under reporting of the cases due to the social stigma as lice commonly infest hair of pubic and perianal regions. Although, less reports are available in comparison with head lice or body lice, study of its epidemiology becomes mandatory because of its correlation with the occurrence of sexually transmitted diseases. 
